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Flying in the face of 
worthy green 
aspirations and rhetoric 
Southwark Council are 
trying to make it an 
offence to cycle along 
the Thames Path 
between Blackfriars 
Bridge and Vinopolis. 

Almost introduced by 
stealth, with precious little 
consultation, Southwark 
Cyclists sprung into action 
objecting to this draconian 
ban. 

Mobilising vital support 
from LCC and Sustrans 
we mounted a strong 
campaign against a 
complete ban whilst 
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shared paths and to 
(safely) challenge the anti-
social few. 

 
Runners, walkers and a cyclist, 
all safely sharing the Thames 
Path at the Wobbly Bridge. 

 

stressing we support 
respectful cycling. 

We are pushing for a 
compromise solution of 
delaying the decision for 
12 months during which 
time the situation is 
closely monitored and 
anti-social cycling tackled.  

There is widespread 
support for this 
compromise as it allows 
progress to be made on 
the issue.  A decision on 
whether it is agreed 
depends on advice 
received by the council. 

It will then be down to us 
all to behave as the vast 
majority already do on 
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In putting the case for 
shared use of the 
Thames Path Southwark 
Cyclists have come up 
with 6 simple points that 
set out exactly they type 
of behaviour appropriate 
for all shared paths. 
 
1. Be nice to 

pedestrians. They 
have priority 

2. 8 mph or less here. 
Use other routes for 
quickness. 

3. Walk at pinch points 
4. Walk when busy with 

pedestrians. 
5. Ring with two tings. 
6. Cooperate with 

police and wardens. 
 
Alongside this: 
 
1. Police and Wardens: 

You have the voice 
of authority. Use it 
sensitively. 

2. Responsible cyclists: 
Set a good example. 
Condemn 
irresponsible 
behaviour that spoils 
it for everyone. 

3. Pedestrians: Listen 
for two tings. Be 
courteous but firm. 

 
These are not finalized 
but still worth promoting. 
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One of the huge 
successes last year for 
Southwark Cyclists 
was a series of 
Healthy Rides for new, 
nervous or novice 
cyclists.  They were 
enormously popular 
and now they’re back 
for 2008. 
 
Each ride begins with 
a quick Dr Bike check 
to make sure you’re 
road worthy (no 
wrecks please!), then 
it’s off for a gentle ride, 
paced for everyone. 
If you’ve never been 
on one of our rides or 
are not sure of your 
abilities Healthy Rides 

are great for you as a 
taster.  Everyone is 
welcome but children 
need to be 
accompanied. 
Rides start at 11am 
but we begin to gather 
for Dr Bike check-ups 
from 10am. Here are 
the dates for your 
diary. 
 

Saturday 3rd May:  
Meet at Dulwich Park 
café.  

Saturday 10th May:  
Meet under the arch at 
Peckham Square.  

Saturday 17th May:  
Meet at Dulwich Park 
café.  

Saturday 24th May:  
Meet at Southwark 
Park café. 

Saturday 31st May:  
Meet under the arch 
at Peckham Square.  

Saturday 7th June:  
Meet at Dulwich 
Park café.  

Saturday 14th 
June:  Meet at 
Southwark Park 
café.  
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LCC 
2 Newhams Row 
London SE1 3UZ 
 
Join up for a bevy of benefits! 
 
 
IMMOBILISE BICYCLE CRIME  – 
to protect your bike,  register it with 
www.immobilise.com  
    
Disagreements with buses?    
Tel: 0207 918 4300 
Email: 
customerservics@tflbuses.co.uk. 
Give them as much info as you can 
such as  time, date, route no., 
registration no.  
    
Potholes in Southwark?    
Email:  
environment@southwark.gov.uk 
     
Faults in TfL roads?      
Tel. 0845 305 1234   
http://streetfaults.tfl.gov.uk/lnewfaul
ts.html 
 
Bike Nicked? On-line Reporting 
https://online.met.police.uk/ 
 
 

 
 

Southwark Cyclists 

c/o London Cycling Campaign 

2 Newhams Row, London 

SE1 3UZ 

Tel. 07905 889 005 
Email. 

info@southwarkcyclists.org.uk 
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Excellent news, this year 
Midsummer Madness Ride is 
at a weekend so no excuses 
for missing this classic ride! 
 
Saturday 21 June. Meet 2am 
(that's right) at Cutty Sark 
Gardens or  
2.30am Southwark Needle. 
3am Bar Italia, Frith Street. 
4am top of Primrose Hill. 
4.43am a lovely sunrise to 
delight us all. 
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With quite a few rides to look 
forward to in this edition.  
Here are the highlights – of 
course not forgetting our 
Healthy Rides throughout May 
and June. 

Most Thursday nights.  It’s 
getting darker later, hurrah! After 
workers start at 6:30p.m. from 
Southwark Needle - though 
check the website to be sure. 

Wednesday 9 th April: 
Monthly Meeting. 
We usually meet on the second 
Wednesday of every month at 
Blackfriars  Settlement, 
1-5 Rushworth Street, 
SE1, from 7.00pm until 8.30pm.  

Saturday 12 th April: Oxted 
Loop.  New Cross Gate 8.20am. 

6am alfresco breakfast. 
Island Café, Southwark 
Bridge Road. 
 
Let’s be absolutely clear that 
it’s SATURDAY 2am. That is 
you go to bed early on 
Friday, set the alarm clock 
for 1am and head down to 
the ride start. Yes, madness. 
   
Wonderful event through 
empty streets. Usually gets a 

good turnout but this year as 
it’s a weekend it’s going to 
be huge. 
 
See what you’ve been 
missing every other year. 
 
 

 

 

 

60 miles with Lewisham Cyclists. 

Saturday 19 th April: Weybridge 
and Back. Another 60 miler with 
Lewisham. Meet Cutty Sark 
Gardens 9.30am. 

Friday 25th April: Critical 
Mass.  The London Mass meets 
at 6.00pm on the last Friday of 
every month on the South Bank 
under Waterloo Bridge.  

Wednesday 14 th May:  Monthly 
Meeting as above but check for 
venue. 

20th June – 20 th July: London 
Festival of Architecture.  12 
themed rides from 5 hubs. Still in 
early planning. 

Saturday 19 th July: Dunwich 
Dynamo 16.  Rained last year so 

won’t this year. Coach tickets 
back available around on-line 
now. 

If you can’t make our Thursday 
after workers rides but fancy an 
evening ride (without the politics 
of Critical Mass) try the 
independent Friday Night Ride, 
20 – 30 miles from The Crown in 
Bloomsbury. Recommended, but 
be warned they don’t hang 
around or make allowances for 
some of our very busy roads. 

See www.fridaynightride.com 
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Go to www.southwarkcyclists.org.uk and download a super full colour 
version of the needle – copy liberally and distribute far and wide.  
Be a champion, spread the word on behalf of Southwark Cyclists. 
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For several years Blackfriars Settlement has been a perfect venue for our monthly 
meeting. However, the building is about to be demolished and redeveloped so it looks 
like our April meeting will be the last one in the old building. 
A new venue is being sought so watch for details before the meeting in May.  
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Following the enormously successful 
London Freewheel 07, Freewheel 08 has 
been announced. It promises to be even 
bigger and better than last year. 

Register before all the spaces get 
taken at www.londonfreewheel.com 
and take part in this unique day. 

EARLY BOOKERS DISCOUNTED COACH TICKETS FOR THE 
RETURN FROM THE DUNWICH DYNAMO AT 

WWW.SOUTHWARKCYCLISTS.ORG.UK NOW. 
Details of the ride also online and in the next Needle. 


