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A massive thank you to 
everyone who 
responded to our call in 
the last Needle to vote 
for Connect2 in the Big 
Lottery Fund's: The 
People's £50 Million 
Lottery Giveaway. 

Thanks to your votes 
Bermondsey will get 
traffic-free cycle routes 
using miles of disused 
railway tracks. This will 
link Rotherhithe New 
Road in Southwark and 
Surrey Canal Road in 
Lewisham. Southwark 
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play a crucial role in this. 

On the day the 
announcement of the 
winning bid Southwark 
Cyclists appointed Ian 
McPherson as Sustrans 
Liaison Officer. Ian was 
already Sustrans Ranger 
for Southwark and we are 
really pleased he is joining 
us at this exciting time.  

 

 

Cyclists had identified and 
promoted this project five 
years ago and were 
delighted when Sustrans, 
the lead organisation 
behind Connect2, 
incorporated it into their 
People’s Lottery bid. We 
are even more thrilled to 
have won the bid with 
overwhelming public 
backing. Again, thanks 
everyone who voted.  

A project board will be 
established to oversee the 
development and 
Southwark Cyclists will 
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No white Christmas 
but certainly a very 
wet one! 
 
As brave riders 
gathered on Christmas 
morning at Southwark 
Needle for our annual 
25/12 ride the heavens 
opened and the rain 
poured down. This did 
little to dampen the 
spirits of about 45 
revellers out for a 
festive ride. 
 
The 25/12 Ride is one 
of our best known 
rides and it was again 
a treat to cycle along 
almost traffic free, 
deserted London 
streets. We made our 
way to Putney for 
warming Pimms, then 
on to Edgeware Road 
for alternative 
Christmas dinner. 
 
What with rain on this 
ride and also on the 
Dunwich Dynamo 07 
we had plenty of wet 
rides last year, so in a 
fair world like this 
there’ll be perfect 
cycling weather for all 
our 08 rides!  
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Southwark Council are 
trying to introduce a 
new by-law making it 
an offence to cycle 
along the Thames 
Path between 
Blackfriars Bridge and 
Vinopolis. 
 
A strongly worded 
objection to this 
draconian measure 
has been lodged by 
Southwark Cyclists. 
We point out that 
cyclists have used the 
path for over 50 years 
and it is part of the 
London Cycle 

Network. Consultation 
was inadequate and 
there is no justification 
for a complete ban. 
We are also afraid this 
may be the thin end of 
the wedge.  
 
We also point out that 
Southwark Cyclists 
encourages and 
promotes responsible 
cycling and have no 
problem with 
increased enforcement 
of existing laws to curb 
dangerous or anti-
social cycling. 
However, the majority 

should not suffer for 
the actions of an 
irresponsible 
minority by imposing 
a total ban. 
 

 
 
Let’s retain the right 
to walk and ride in 
front of the Tate 
Modern! 
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IMMOBILISE BICYCLE CRIME  – 
to protect your bike,  register it with 
www.immobilise.com  
    
Disagreements with buses?    
Tel: 0207 918 4300 
Email: 
customerservics@tflbuses.co.uk. 
Give them as much info as you can 
such as  time, date, route no., 
registration no.  
    
Potholes in Southwark?    
Email:  
environment@southwark.gov.uk 
     
Faults in TfL roads?      
Tel. 0845 305 1234   
http://streetfaults.tfl.gov.uk/lnewfaul
ts.html 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Southwark Cyclists 

c/o London Cycling Campaign 

2 Newhams Row, London 

SE1 3UZ 

Tel. 07905 889 005 
Email. 

info@southwarkcyclists.org.uk 
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The special World Aids 
Day ride raised £225 for 
the Food Chain and was 
hailed as the best ride of 
the year by many of the 
regular Southwark 
Cyclists who took part. 

Incorporating St Pancras 
Champaign Bar, the Gay 
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With newsletter deadlines it’s 
looking very thin for rides in 
this edition. This is bound to 
change as ride leaders blow 
off the post-Christmas 
cobwebs. Sorry about this but 
all we can say is check the 
web site if at all possible…. 
Meanwhile here’s what we 
have got…. 

Most Thursday nights.  Chilly 
winter nights – After workers 
start at 6:30p.m. from Southwark 
Needle - though check the 
website to be sure. 

Wednesday 13 th February: 
Monthly Meeting. 
We usually meet on the second 
Wednesday of every month at 
Blackfriars  Settlement, 
1-5 Rushworth Street, 
SE1, from 7.00pm until  8.30pm. 

Men’s Chorus and 
Southwark Cathedral was 
a truly inspired itinerary. 

Much praise to Barry for 
planning and leading the 
ride. Thanks to all who 
rode and contributed to 
the vital work of the Food 
Chain. 

 

 

 

Members and non-members 
contributions are equally 
welcome. Pub option after. 
 

Friday 29 th February: Critical 
Mass.  The London Mass meets 
at 6.00pm on the last Friday of 
every month on the South Bank 
under Waterloo Bridge. Love it 
or hate it, you have to give it a 
try but don’t admit to organizing 
it! “Nufink to do with us guv…” 

1st - 9th March: International 
Women’s Week Look out for 
special bike events with women 
in mind. See the web site. 

Wednesday 12 th March:  
Monthly Meeting as above. 

20th June – 20 th July: London 
Festival of Architecture.  12 

themed rides from 5 hubs. Still in 
early planning. 

Saturday 19 th July: Dunwich 
Dynamo 16.  Rained last year so 
won’t this year. Coach tickets 
back available around March. 

If you can’t make our Thursday 
after workers rides but fancy an 
evening ride (without the politics 
of Critical Mass) try the 
independent Friday Night Ride, 
20 – 30 miles from The Crown in 
Bloomsbury. Recommended, but 
be warned they don’t hang 
around or make allowances for 
some of our very busy roads. 

See www.fridaynightride.com 
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Go to www.southwarkcyclists.org.uk and download a super full colour 
version of the needle – copy liberally and distribute far and wide.  
Be a champion, spread the word on behalf of Southwark Cyclists. 
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Another round of our extremely popular Easy Rides for beginners or inexperienced 
cyclists is being planned. 
 
This time we’ll be working with Time & Talents in Rotherhithe on 6 to 8 local rides 
beginning at the end of February, through April into March. Check 
www.southwarkcyclists.org.uk for all the latest details of these rides.  
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Did you know you can report bike theft on-
line? 
 
One Southwark Cyclist reported his much 
loved, fairly new and not cheap bike stolen 
just before Christmas at 
https://online.met.police.uk/ not expecting 

to hear anything. He was amazed to be 
contacted within 48 hours to be told his 
bike was recovered and available to 
collect from the local police station. 
 
Take heart from this true tale and 
always report bike theft. 


